
Motor vehicle crashes are one
of the leading causes of  death for

young chi ldren.  A minor  crash or  even a
sudden stop can ser ious ly  in jure a ch i ld  who

is not r iding in the right type of chi ld safety seat.
You can reduce the risk by having your child always

ride in a properly fastened and secured safety seat.

U$E THI$ CHART A$ A GENERAL GUINE TO WHAT SAFEW
SEAT YOUR CHILD SHOULN RIOE IN .  SET $EAT ANO
VEH ICLT MANU FACTURER$' I NSTRU CTI ON$ IOR D ETAI LS.

INFANTS
Birth to a minimum of 1 yeal

TOBOIERS
1 to 4 years

YOUNG CHILDREN
5 to 7 years

CHILD
8 to 12 years

up to 20-22 lbs.
or  max imum weigh t

lamit of the seat

20-40 lbs.
or maximum weight

limit of the se at

41 lbs. to 57"

Greater than 57"

lnfant  seat  or
rear- fac ing convert ib le

Convertible or
forward-facing

Bel t  posi t ion ing
booster  seat

Seat belt



DON'T SKIP A STEP*
GIVE SAFETY A BOOST

Booster seats put children in the proper position
to safe ly  use adul t  safety bel ts ,  and are requi redou''ii,T,'liii':;:x:,';::;"i'!,ilii'i,7i,,)ii;

,  Chi ldren l2  and under should a lwavs r ide in  the back seat .  Fol low vehic le
manufacturers 'warnings about  seat ing of  ch i ldren near a i rbags.

' IMP0RTANI Never place a rear-facing infant seat in front of an airbag.

.  Never o lace a shoulder  bel t  behind the back or  under the arm.

.  Set  a good example-70% of  ch i ldren whose parenis do not  buckle up
wi l l  not  buckle up when they become adul ts .  Wear your  safety bel t
every t ime!  Massachuset ts  law requi res everyone to buckle up.

'  Any oblect  in  a vehic le can become a pro ject i le  in  a crash.  Use a t runk
or  cargo area t0 proper ly  s tore loose i tems.

. Learn to properly use your child's safety seat by reviewing the seat and
vehicle manufacturers'instructions. lf you sti l l  need assistance, f ind a
Child Passenger Safety Technician at wwwmass.govlchildsafety$eats
or call 1-877-392-5956 or TTY 1-617-725-4261.

SUMMARY - MASSACHU$ETTS CHILD PA$SENGER
SAFETY LAW {as of 71101$8}
, Children must be in a federally approved child pa$senger restraintthat is

properly fastened and secured until they are I years old Of, over 57" tall.

, Children ages Sthrough l2mustwear a properlyfastened saietybelt.

. A police officer can stop your vehicle if a child age 1 2 or under is not
properly restrained.
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